NOTICE:  THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS SENSITIVE DATA

NO. _________________
	[APPLICANT]
	§
	IN THE DISTRICT COURT

	
	§
	

	v.
	§
	____ JUDICIAL DISTRICT

	
	§
	

	[RESPONDENT]
	§
	BEXAR COUNTY, TEXAS


[Use when ALSO requesting a Temporary Ex Parte Protective Order]
APPLICATION FOR PROTECTIVE ORDER

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

1.
Application.  [APPLICANT], Applicant, is making this Application for Protective Order for the protection of and in the best interest of persons alleged to be victims of [family violence/sexual assault/stalking].  Applicant requests the Honorable Court to issue a Protective Order pursuant to 
[ ]
Chapter 85 of the Texas Family Code, and/or

[ ]
Chapter 7A of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure.

2.
Parties.  Applicant is [APPLICANT], who resides in [COUNTY] County, Texas.  Respondent, [RESPONDENT], resides in [COUNTY] County, Texas.  Respondent’s address for service of process is [ADDRESS], Texas.

3.
Relationship of Parties.  The relationship between Applicant and Respondent is [RELATIONSHIP].  There are no children of the relationship.
4.
Grounds.  

[ ]
Family Violence has occurred and is likely to occur in the future.


[ ]
Respondent caused serious bodily injury to the Applicant or a member of the Applicant’s family or household. 


[ ]
Respondent was the subject of two or more previous protective orders rendered to protect the Applicant after a finding by the Court that the Respondent committed family violence and is likely to commit family violence in the future. 


[ ]
There was a previous protective order, which has expired, and the Respondent violated the previous protective order by committing an act prohibited by the order while it was in effect. 


[ ]
Respondent committed an act constituting a felony offense involving family violence against the applicant or a member of the applicant's family or household, regardless of whether  Respondent has been charged with or convicted of the offense.

[ ]
Reasonable grounds exist to believe Applicant has been the victim of a sexual assault.


[ ]
Reasonable grounds exist to believe Applicant has been the victim of stalking.

5.
Immediate Order Sought.  As shown by the detailed facts alleged in the affidavit attached to this Application and incorporated herein by this reference for all purposes, there is a clear and present danger of family violence if a Temporary Ex Parte Protective Order is not granted.  Applicant therefore requests that the Court immediately and without hearing issue a Temporary Ex Parte Protective Order prohibiting Respondent from the following acts until a hearing can be held:

a) committing acts of family violence against the Applicant or any member of the Applicant’s family or household;

b) communicating in a threatening or harassing manner with the Applicant or any member of the Applicant’s family or household;
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c) going within 200 yards of the following persons and/or places, except as necessary for court proceedings

d) removing the child(ren) named herein from the possession of the Applicant, or from Bexar County, Texas;

e) damaging, transferring, encumbering or otherwise disposing of any property owned or leased by Applicant and Respondent except in the normal course of business, including, but not limited to removing or disabling any vehicle owned individually by the Applicant or jointly by the parties (whether so titled or not);

f) interfering with the exclusive use of Applicant’s residence, including, but not limited to disconnecting utilities or telephone service at Applicant’s residence or causing them to be disconnected;

g) injuring, harassing, threatening or harming Applicant, Applicant’s child(ren) or other persons named herein;

h) engaging in conduct directed specifically toward the Applicant or person who is a member of the Applicant’s family or household, including following the person, that is reasonably likely to harass, annoy, alarm, abuse, torment, or embarrass that person, or stalking the Applicant, as stalking is defined by Section 42.072, Texas Penal Code.
i) Harming or causing harm to come to, or removing from the possession of the Applicant or any member of the Applicant’s family or household, any pets owned jointly or individually by the Applicant or in the possession of Applicant or any member of Applicant’s family.

6.
Request for Protective Order.  After notice and hearing, Applicant requests that the Court enter a Protective Order effective for a period of two years [OR lifetime IF YOU HAVE THE GROUNDS] that:

a) Prohibits Respondent from committing acts of family violence against the Applicant or any member of the Applicant’s family or household (including acts intended to result in physical harm, bodily injury, assault or sexual assault, or threats reasonably placing a member in fear of physical harm, bodily injury, assault or sexual assault), and not to use any force that would cause injury to the Applicant.

b) Prohibits Respondent from communicating or attempting to communicate with the Applicant or any member of the Applicant’s family or household in a threatening or harassing manner, and upon a finding that good cause exists, prohibits Respondent from communicating with Applicant or any member of Applicant’s household or family in any manner whatsoever except through attorneys;

c) Prohibits Respondent from communicating a threat or attempting to communicate a threat to the Applicant or any member of the Applicant’s family or household through any other person;’

d) Prohibits Respondent from engaging in conduct directed specifically toward the Applicant or any member of the Applicant’s family or household, including following the person, that is reasonably likely to harass, annoy, alarm, abuse, torment, or embarrass that person, and from stalking the Applicant, as stalking is defined by Section 42.072, Texas Penal Code;

e) Prohibits Respondent from going within 200 yards of Applicant, Applicant’s residence, Applicant’s place of work, Applicant’s children, Applicant’s children’s schools or child care facilities, or any locations where he/she knows the Applicant, Applicant’s children, or any other person or placed listed in Paragraph D, above, to be, except as necessary to attend court proceedings or to carry out visitation as set out by court order;

f) Requires Respondent to pay costs of court to the Clerk of the Court and reasonable attorney’s fees pursuant to Sections 81.003 and 81.005 of the Texas Family Code, respectively;

g) Requires Respondent to attend and complete a battering intervention program, sexual assault offender or prevention program, and/or other counseling programs as appropriate and as specified by the Court;

h) Suspends any license to carry a concealed handgun issued to Respondent under Section 411.177, Government Code;

i) Grants Applicant exclusive use of Applicant’s residence; and
j) Requires Respondent to transfer any firearms in his/her possession immediately to an appropriate law enforcement agency, and orders said agency to maintain the firearms in protective custody for the duration of the protective order.
7.
Request for Confidentiality.  Pursuant to § 85.007 of the Texas Family Code, Applicant requests that the addresses and telephone numbers of his/her residence and place of employment, and the children’s schools and childcare facilities be excluded from the Protective Order, and from the public records of the Court.

PRAYER


WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Applicant prays that citation and notice be issued as required by law and that the Court enter the protective orders as requested in this Application.  Applicant further prays that the Court immediately issue a Temporary Ex Parte Protective Order in conformity with the allegations herein, prohibiting Respondent from the acts set forth above until a hearing can be held.


Applicant further prays that a hearing be held no later than twenty (20) days from the filing of this Application and upon notice and hearing the Court enter a Protective Order as requested herein; that the Court dispense with the necessity of a bond; and that the Court order the Respondent to pay the costs of court to the Clerk of the Court and reasonable attorney’s fees.  Applicant further prays for such relief in law or in equity, and any other extraordinary relief requested, to which Applicant shows just entitlement.


Applicant prays for general relief.







Respectfully submitted,








By: 














[ATTORNEY NAME]
State Bar No.:  [XXXXXXXX]








[ADDRESS – LINE 1]








[ADDRESS – LINE 2]








Tel:  (XXX) XXX-XXXX








Fax:  (XXX) XXX-XXXX








[E-MAIL]








Attorney for Applicant

�It’s okay to leave this as “CONFIDENTIAL” if the Applicant’s address is confidential.  You can include the county if that’s known, but if the county is also confidential, please only include “Texas.”





2

