

Letter 132—EXPLAIN CREDIT REPORT REQUEST

[Today’s date]
[2.45 or 2.76 or 2.91]
[2.47 or 2.78 or 2.93]
[2.48 or 2.79 or 2.94]
Re:
Estate of [6.02], Deceased (“Decedent”)

Dear [2.30 or 2.77 or 2.92]:

Decedent’s credit reports should be reviewed for the amount and nature of Decedent’s debts, including creditor names, amounts due, and whether secured (for example, a mortgage, home equity loan, or car note) or unsecured (for example, credit cards, student loans, or a signature line of credit).

Credit reports may be requested from each of the three major credit reporting agencies. A model letter for you to send is enclosed.

When institutions are informed of Decedent’s death, they may close or freeze Decedent’s credit cards and bank accounts, an inconvenience or worse to a surviving spouse or dependents who relied on Decedent to pay utilities, medical insurance premiums, or prescription drug co-payments. Promptly make other arrangements for such payments.

Policies differ, but some credit card issuers will transfer Decedent’s miles and points to the surviving spouse, less often to children or other heirs.

Survivors, especially the elderly and vulnerable, are often advised to freeze their own credit reports. New bank account and credit card applications should be completed first.

Please provide me with a copy of each credit report you receive. [Please also request and provide me with a copy of the surviving spouse’s credit report for comparison.]
Yours very truly,

[Attorney’s name]

Enclosures
Model letter to credit reporting agencies
Return envelope

