

Letter 15—Witness Who Will Not Testify in Court (Initial Letter)

Enclose copies (but not the originals) of the will or codicil and Interrogatories and Answers of Witness to Interrogatories (Form 10, Form 140, or Form 142). Send a copy of this letter and of the enclosures to each client.

[Today’s date]
[2.05 T/D or 2.11 T/D or 2.21 T/D or 2.160 T/D or 2.170 T/D]
[2.06 T/D or 2.13 T/D or 2.23 T/D or 2.162 T/D or 2.172 T/D]
[2.07 T/D or 2.14 T/D or 2.24 T/D or 2.163 T/D or 2.173 T/D]
Re:
Estate of [6.02], Deceased (“Decedent”)

Dear [2.05A T/D or 2.12 T/D or 2.22 T/D or 2.161 T/D or 2.171 T/D]:

This letter will confirm your willingness to be a witness concerning the proper execution of the [will/codicil] by the above-named decedent.

Enclosed with this letter is a copy of the document that has been filed for probate as Decedent’s [will/codicil] and copies of questions I will ask you (interrogatories) and blank spaces for you to answer each question. Please examine the copy of the [will/codicil] to be sure that you can identify [it/Decedent’s handwriting and signature/Decedent’s signature/the witness’s signature], and then truthfully answer the questions as to how you are able to identify the [document/handwriting and signature/signature].
Please contact our office by mail, e-mail, or phone to discuss your answers to each of the questions. If you are returning your sample answers by mail, please take care to write each answer legibly.

Please do not hesitate to call if you have any questions. Thank you very much for your help.

Yours very truly,

[Attorney’s name]

Enclosures
Copy of [will/codicil]

Copy of interrogatories and answers
Return envelope

