

Letter 17—Witness to Decedent’s Handwriting and Signature

Enclose a copy of the will or codicil and a copy of Proof of Decedent’s Handwriting and Signature (Form 14) that was prepared for the particular witness. Send a copy of this letter and of the proof to each client.

[Today’s date]
[2.05 T/C]
[2.06 T/C]
[2.07 T/C]
Re:
Estate of [6.02], Deceased (“Decedent”)

Dear [2.05A T/C]:

This letter will confirm your willingness to appear as a witness and to testify concerning the handwriting and signature of the above-named decedent.

Enclosed with this letter is a copy of the document that we believe is Decedent’s [will/codicil] and a copy of your proposed testimony. Please examine the copy of the will to be sure you can identify it, and then be sure that you can make the statements contemplated in the Proof of Decedent’s Handwriting and Signature.

Obtain the time and date of hearing for the following paragraph from Significant Date List (SDL) or from 6.24 of MIL.

I have arranged for a hearing at [time] on [day of week], [date] in the courtroom of the [6.03] Court of [6.04] County, Texas. This courtroom is located on the [6.05] floor of the [name of building, e.g., County Courthouse]. The proceedings will not take long, and your testimony will be limited to the matters contained in the enclosed document.

A member of my staff will call you the day before the hearing to remind you of it. Please do not hesitate to call if you have any questions. Thank you very much for your help.

Yours very truly,

[Attorney’s name]

Enclosures
Copy of [will/codicil]

Copy of Proof of Decedent’s Handwriting and Signature


