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NOTICE: THIS DOCUMENT
CONTAINS SENSITIVE DATA

See § 6 of the Introduction in volume 1 of this manual concerning protection of sensitive data in filed documents.

 [Caption. See § 3 of the Introduction in volume 1 of this manual.]

Respondent’s [Special Appearance and] Original Answer

Respondent, [name of respondent], files this [Special Appearance and] Original Answer. [The last three numbers of Respondent’s driver’s license number are [numbers]./Respondent has not been issued a driver’s license.] [The last three numbers of Respondent’s Social Security number are [numbers]./Respondent has not been issued a Social Security number.]

If paternity is admitted, skip to 5.; otherwise include those of 1. through 4. that are appropriate.

1.
Special Appearance
§ 160.604
1.
Respondent’s Special Appearance

Respondent files a special appearance under rule 120a of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure. Respondent is a resident and domiciliary of [location]. Respondent’s person and property are not amenable to process issued by the courts of Texas. None of the grounds for personal jurisdiction provided in the Texas Family Code has been established. Respondent prays that this Court hear and determine this challenge to personal jurisdiction before hearing any other plea or pleading and enter an appropriate order.

2.
Statute of Limitations

2.
Statute of Limitations

Select 2.A. or 2.B.

2.A.
Acknowledged or Adjudicated Father
§§ 160.609, 160.308
This suit is barred by limitations because the child has an [acknowledged/adjudicated] father and this proceeding was not commenced before [the fourth anniversary of the effective date of the [acknowledgment/adjudication]/issuance of an order affecting the child].

2.B.
Presumed Father
§ 160.607
This suit is barred by limitations because the child has a presumed father and this proceeding was not commenced before the fourth anniversary of the date of the child’s birth.

3.
Request to Deny Testing and Adjudicate Presumed Father
§ 160.608
3.
Request for Court to Deny Genetic Testing and Adjudicate the Presumed Father as the Father of the Child

Genetic testing should be denied and the presumed father adjudicated to be the father of the child because the conduct of the mother or presumed father estops that party from denying parentage, it would be inequitable to disprove the father-child relationship between the child and the presumed father, and an order adjudicating the presumed father to be the father of the child is in the child’s best interest. This court should appoint a guardian ad litem for the child.

4.
Answer and Request for Testing
§ 160.502
4.
Original Answer and Request for Genetic Testing

Respondent denies the allegations of the petition in this case and requests that this Court order genetic testing. [Include if applicable: Respondent requests that the arrangements prescribed by the Court for genetic testing include provisions for making blood, buccal cells, bone, hair, or other body tissue or fluid samples available to [name of expert], who is qualified in genetic testing and who is employed by Respondent.]

If paternity and jurisdiction are admitted, include only the remainder of this form, renumbering the paragraphs as appropriate.

5.
Admission of Paternity and Request for Order
§ 160.623
5.
Respondent’s Admission of Paternity and Request for Order

Respondent admits to his paternity of the child the subject of this suit and requests an order adjudicating him to be the father of the child.

Include 6. if applicable.

6.
Objection to Assignment of Case to Associate Judge
§ 201.005
6.
Objection to Assignment of Case to Associate Judge

Respondent objects to the assignment of this matter to an associate judge for a trial on the merits.

7.
Required Information about Child[ren]

7.
Required Information about Child[ren]

Include 7.A. if any party resides outside Texas.

7.A.
UCCJEA Information
§ 152.209
Information required by section 152.209 of the Texas Family Code is provided in the affidavit attached as Exhibit [exhibit number/letter].

7.B.
Insurance Information
§§ 154.181(b), 154.1815(c)
Information required by sections 154.181(b) and 154.1815(c) of the Texas Family Code is provided in the statement attached as Exhibit [exhibit number/letter].

8.
Attorney’s Fees, Expenses, Costs, and Interest
§§ 106.001, 106.002, 160.636(c)
8.
Attorney’s Fees, Expenses, Costs, and Interest

It was necessary for Respondent to secure the services of [name of attorney], a licensed attorney, to prepare and defend this suit. Judgment for reasonable attorney’s fees, expenses, and costs through trial and appeal should be granted against Petitioner and in favor of Respondent for the use and benefit of Respondent’s attorney and be ordered paid directly to Respondent’s attorney, who may enforce the judgment in the attorney’s own name. Respondent requests postjudgment interest as allowed by law.

9.
Prayer

9.
Prayer

Respondent prays that the Court grant the relief requested above.

Respondent prays for attorney’s fees, expenses, costs, and interest as requested above.

Respondent prays for general relief.

[Name]

Attorney for Respondent

State Bar No.:

[E-mail address]

[Address]

[Telephone]

[Fax]

Include the following verification if 1. is used.

An unsworn declaration may be used in place of a verification. See form 8-27.

Verification

The undersigned states under oath: “I am Respondent in the foregoing Respondent’s Special Appearance. I have personal knowledge of the allegations and facts stated therein, and they are true and correct.”

[Name of respondent]

SIGNED under oath before me on ______________________________.

[Name]

Notary Public, State of Texas

Continue with the following.

Certificate of Service

I certify that a true copy of this [document/[title of document]] was served in accordance with rule 21a of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure on the following on [date]:
[Name of attorney of record or party to be served] by [electronic filing manager/e-mail at [e-mail address]/fax at [fax number]/personal delivery at [address]/commercial delivery service at [address]/certified mail at [address]/first-class mail at [address]]. [Repeat for each attorney of record or party to be served.]
[Name]

Attorney for Respondent

For affidavit providing information required under the UCCJEA, see form 56-1.

For statement regarding health and dental insurance information required under Tex. Fam. Code §§ 154.181(b) and 154.1815(c), see form 56-2. 

