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If the child is made a party to the suit or the court finds that the interests of the child are not adequately represented, the court shall appoint an attorney ad litem or an amicus attorney to represent the child. Tex. Fam. Code § 160.612(b). If genetic testing may be denied in order to adjudicate the presumed father as the father of the child, the court must appoint an attorney ad litem or an amicus attorney to represent the child. Tex. Fam. Code § 160.608(c). If issues other than parentage are present and the court finds that the appointment is necessary to ensure the determination of the best interest of the child, the court may appoint an attorney or guardian ad litem or an amicus attorney. Tex. Fam. Code § 107.021. (See forms 13-6, 13-7, and 13-8.) 

NOTICE: THIS DOCUMENT
CONTAINS SENSITIVE DATA

See § 6 of the Introduction in volume 1 of this manual concerning protection of sensitive data in filed documents.

 [Caption. See § 3 of the Introduction in volume 1 of this manual.]

Order Appointing [Attorney Ad Litem/Guardian Ad Litem/Amicus Attorney] to Represent Child

[Parentage Suit]

On [date] the Court considered [include if applicable: on motion of a party] the appointment of [an attorney ad litem/an amicus attorney/a guardian ad litem] for the child[ren].

Select one of the following if applicable.

The Court finds that appointment of an attorney ad litem or an amicus attorney for the child is mandatory because the child has been made a party to the suit.

Or

The Court finds that appointment of an attorney ad litem or an amicus attorney for the child is mandatory because the Court has been requested to deny genetic testing on the ground that it would be inequitable to disprove the child’s relationship with the presumed father.

Or

The Court finds that appointment of an attorney ad litem or an amicus attorney for the child is necessary because the interests of the child are not adequately represented.

Continue with the following.

IT IS ORDERED THAT [name] is appointed [attorney ad litem/amicus attorney/guardian ad litem] to represent the child[ren] the subject of this suit.

This appointment shall be effective immediately and shall remain in effect during the pendency of this suit or until further order of the Court.

IT IS ORDERED that the reasonable fees and expenses of the [attorney ad litem/amicus attorney/guardian ad litem] shall be borne in the following manner: [specify details of payment].

· _____.
JUDGE PRESIDING


