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This answer is written for the situation in which there is no child of the marriage. If there is such a child, include appropriate provisions for a suit affecting the parent-child relationship. See form 3-16.

NOTICE: THIS DOCUMENT
CONTAINS SENSITIVE DATA

See § 6 of the Introduction in volume 1 of this manual concerning protection of sensitive data in filed documents.

 [Caption. See § 3 of the Introduction in volume 1 of this manual.]

Respondent’s Original Answer

[to Petition to Annul Marriage]

Respondent, [name of respondent], files this Original Answer to Original Petition to Annul Marriage. [Include the following if this is respondent’s initial pleading: [The last three numbers of Respondent’s driver’s license number are [numbers]./Respondent has not been issued a driver’s license.] [The last three numbers of Respondent’s Social Security number are [numbers]./ Respondent has not been issued a Social Security number.]]

1.
Denial

1.
Denial

1.A.
Some Allegations Admitted

Respondent admits the allegations in paragraphs [specify] of the original petition and denies every other allegation in the original petition.

Or

1.B.
General Denial

Respondent enters a general denial.

Include the following if applicable.

2.
Objection to Assignment of Case to Associate Judge
§ 201.005
2.
Objection to Assignment of Case to Associate Judge

Respondent objects to the assignment of this matter to an associate judge for a trial on the merits or presiding at a jury trial.

Continue with the following as applicable.

3.
Affirmative Defenses

3.
Affirmative Defense[s]

Select among 3.A.–3.F. as applicable.

3.A.
Party 18 or Older
§ 6.103
The suit filed by Petitioner was brought after the child reached eighteen years of age and is therefore barred under section 6.103 of the Texas Family Code.

3.B.
Marriage under Influence of Alcohol or Narcotics; Impotency; Fraud, Duress, or Force
§§ 6.105–.107
Petitioner has voluntarily cohabited with Respondent since [the effects of the alcoholic beverages or narcotics ended/learning of the impotency/learning of the fraud/being released from the [duress/force]].

3.C.
Party’s Mental Incompetency
§ 6.108
Since the marriage ceremony, Petitioner has voluntarily cohabited with Respondent during periods when Petitioner possessed the mental capacity to recognize the marriage relationship.

Or

At the time of the marriage, Petitioner knew or reasonably should have known of the mental disease or defect.

And/Or

Petitioner has voluntarily cohabited with Respondent since Petitioner discovered or reasonably should have discovered the mental disease or defect.

3.D.
Concealed Divorce
§ 6.109
At the time of the marriage ceremony, Petitioner knew, or a reasonably prudent person would have known, of Respondent’s divorce.

And/Or

Petitioner has voluntarily cohabited with Respondent since Petitioner discovered, or a reasonably prudent person would have discovered, the fact of Respondent’s divorce.

3.E.
Marriage within 72 Hours after License Issued
§§ 2.204(b), 6.110
At the time of the marriage, [Petitioner/Respondent] was a member of the U.S. Armed Forces and was on active duty.

Or

At the time of the marriage, [Petitioner/Respondent] was not a member of the U.S. Armed Forces but performed work for the United States Department of Defense [as a department employee/under a contract with the department].

And/Or

The [specify] Court of [county] County, Texas, issued an order on [date] permitting the marriage ceremony of Petitioner and Respondent to take place during the seventy-two-hour period immediately following issuance of the license.

And/Or

The suit filed by Petitioner was not brought within thirty days after the date of the marriage.

3.F.
Suit Instituted after Death of a Party
§ 6.111
The suit filed by Petitioner [include if applicable: , [as next friend/the [parent/managing conservator/guardian of the person]] of the child,] was instituted after the death of [name of party].

If pleadings regarding property or attorney’s fees are desired, adapt appropriate sections of form 3-16.

4.
Prayer

4.
Prayer

· Required in All Petitions

Respondent prays that all relief prayed for by Petitioner be denied and that the Court grant the relief requested in this answer.

Include the following if applicable.

· Request for Jury Trial

Respondent requests a jury trial and pays the jury fee of $[amount].

Continue with the following.

· Required

Respondent prays for general relief.

[Name]

Attorney for Respondent

State Bar No.:

[E-mail address]

[Address]

[Telephone]

[Fax]

Certificate of Service

I certify that a true copy of this [document/[title of document]] was served in accordance with rule 21a of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure on the following on [date]:
[Name of attorney of record or party to be served] by [electronic filing manager/e-mail at [e-mail address]/fax at [fax number]/personal delivery at [address]/commercial delivery service at [address]/certified mail at [address]/first-class mail at [address]]. [Repeat for each attorney of record or party to be served.]
[Name]

Attorney for Respondent


