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Answer to Petition for Enforcement of Spousal Maintenance

This Answer to Petition for Enforcement of Spousal Maintenance is filed by [name of respondent], Respondent. [The last three numbers of Respondent’s driver’s license number are [numbers]./Respondent has not been issued a driver’s license.] [The last three numbers of Respondent’s Social Security number are [numbers]./Respondent has not been issued a Social Security number.]

Include 1. if applicable.

1.
Respondent objects to the assignment of this matter to an associate judge for a trial on the merits or presiding at a jury trial.

Include 2.–11. as applicable.

2.
Respondent denies the allegations of the Petition for Enforcement of Spousal Maintenance.

3.
The order sought to be enforced by Petitioner is incapable of enforcement, in that it is ambiguous and is not clear and specific enough in its terms that Respondent knows what duties or obligations are required.

4.
Respondent has had insufficient notice of the hearing set on Petitioner’s Petition for Enforcement of Spousal Maintenance and has had insufficient time to prepare to respond to the petition. In the interest of justice, hearing on Petitioner’s petition should be delayed and reset.

5.
Petitioner’s Petition for Enforcement of Spousal Maintenance is barred by the statutes of limitations.

6.
Respondent lacked the ability to provide maintenance in the amount ordered; lacked property that could be sold, mortgaged, or otherwise pledged to raise the funds needed; attempted unsuccessfully to borrow the needed funds; and knew of no source from which the money could have been borrowed or otherwise legally obtained.

7.
Respondent presently lacks the ability to provide maintenance in the amount ordered; lacks property that can be sold, mortgaged, or otherwise pledged to raise the funds needed; has tried unsuccessfully to borrow the needed funds; and knows of no source from which the money can be borrowed or otherwise legally obtained.

8.
The order sought to be enforced by Petitioner is incapable of enforcement by contempt in that the voluntary periodic payments to be made to Petitioner [are/were] [contractual and not considered spousal maintenance as that term is used in the Texas Family Code/not approved by the Court].

9.
A portion of the amount sought to be enforced by Petitioner is incapable of enforcement by contempt because it exceeds the amount that the Court could have ordered at the time the order was entered.

10.
A portion of the amount sought to be enforced by Petitioner is incapable of enforcement by contempt because some of the payments provided for in the order are payable beyond the duration permitted by the Texas Family Code.

11.
Contrary to the allegations of the Petition for Enforcement of Spousal Maintenance,

Select one of the following.

the following amount[s] [was/were] paid by Respondent to [Petitioner/[name]]: [specify exact amount[s] and date[s] of payment].

Or

 [Specifically describe other acts of compliance with order].

Continue with the following.

Respondent prays that the Court deny Petitioner’s Petition for Enforcement of Spousal Maintenance and that Respondent recover all attorney’s fees and costs incurred.

[Name]

Attorney for Respondent

State Bar No.:

[E-mail address]

[Address]

[Telephone]

[Fax]

Certificate of Service

I certify that a true copy of this [document/[title of document]] was served in accordance with rule 21a of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure on the following on [date]:
[Name of attorney of record or party to be served] by [electronic filing manager/e-mail at [e-mail address]/fax at [fax number]/personal delivery at [address]/commercial delivery service at [address]/certified mail at [address]/first-class mail at [address]]. [Repeat for each attorney of record or party to be served.]
[Name]

Attorney for Respondent

