
Form 2—Authorize Third Parties to Furnish Information

Authorization
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Re:	Estate of [6.02], Deceased
Date of death: [1.07]
[Personal representative: [2.29 or 2.45 or 2.76 or 2.101 or 2.116 or 3.03]]
[Surviving spouse and community administrator: [3.03]]
[Trustee: [client’s name], the acting trustee of the [name of trust] dated [date]]
Include the following for a personal representative.
The undersigned, [2.29 or 2.45 or 2.76 or 2.101 or 2.116 or 3.03], is the duly appointed personal representative of the above-referenced estate, appointed in Cause No. [6.01], In the Estate of [6.02], Deceased, in the [6.03] Court of [6.04] County, Texas, on [6.26]. The undersigned has authority and responsibility to—
•	satisfy personal liability for federal estate tax under Internal Revenue Code, Section 2002;
•	account for all assets includible in Decedent’s gross estate under Internal Revenue Code, Sections 2036 through 2042;
•	protect against transferee liability under Internal Revenue Code, Section 6324(a)(2); and
•	fulfill state fiduciary duties under Texas common law (duty to inform) and Texas Estates Code, Sections 309.051 (inventory), 351.101 (care and loyalty), and 359.001 (accounting).
Include the following for a surviving spouse.
The undersigned, [3.03], is the surviving spouse of the above-referenced Decedent and community administrator of Decedent’s estate. The undersigned has statutory authority to manage, control, and dispose of community property after the death of the other spouse. Texas Estates Code, Chapter 453. Because all marital property is presumed community under Texas law, Texas Family Code, Section 3.003, the undersigned has authority and need to—
•	identify all community property interests;
•	address potential liability as a person in possession of Decedent’s property under Internal Revenue Code, Sections 2002 and 6324;
•	comply with tax obligations including final joint returns, portability elections, and potential transferee liability; and
•	determine whether formal estate administration is necessary.
Include the following for a trustee.
The undersigned, [client’s name], is the acting trustee of the [name of trust] dated [date] (the “Trust”), an inter vivos revocable trust in which Decedent was a grantor and/or grantee. Under the Trust instrument and Texas Property Code, Sections 113.051 and 117.001 through 117.012, the undersigned has fiduciary duties to identify, collect, and administer trust assets. Because the Trust was revocable during Decedent’s lifetime, trust assets are includible in Decedent’s gross estate for federal estate tax purposes under Internal Revenue Code, Section 2038, and the undersigned has—
•	fiduciary duties under Texas Property Code, Sections 113.051 (loyalty) and 117.001 through 117.012 (powers);
•	potential liability as a person in possession of gross estate property under Internal Revenue Code, Sections 2002, 2203, and 6324;
•	coordination duties with any personal representative for gross estate reporting, generation-skipping tax allocation, and expense apportionment; and
•	a corresponding need to identify all assets that may affect these duties and liabilities.
Continue with the following.
Please accept this as authorization to furnish [5.01] or their designee all information (and copies thereof) that may be requested concerning—
•	all assets within Decedent’s gross estate for state or federal income, gift, estate, or generation-skipping transfer tax purposes;
•	assets held in trust, as joint tenants, as payable-on-death beneficiaries, or otherwise outside probate;
•	all assets affecting the undersigned’s fiduciary or statutory duties and liabilities;
•	any bank statements, bank deposits, bank accounts, ledgers, bookkeeping, accounting, financial records, financial statements, tax records, and other information of any description whatsoever relating to Decedent or Decedent’s spouse, if any, including surviving, predeceased, or former spouse.
Thank you for the requested information and records. Please attach your invoice for any reproduction charges and forward to my attorney along with the copies requested.
Include the following for a personal representative.
ESTATE OF [6.02], DECEASED
By ________________________________
[2.29 or 2.45 or 2.76 or 2.101 or 2.116 or 3.03],
personal representative of the estate of [6.02], Deceased
Include the following for a surviving spouse.
___________________________________
[3.03], as surviving spouse and community administrator of the estate of [6.02], Deceased
Include the following for a trustee.
[Name of trust]
By ________________________________
[Client’s name], trustee of the [name of trust] dated [date]
Continue with the following.
STATE OF TEXAS	)(
	)(
COUNTY OF ______	)(
This instrument was acknowledged before me on _______________ by [[2.29 or 2.45 or 2.76 or 2.101 or 2.116 or 3.03]/[client’s name]].
	
Notary Public, State of Texas
