 
Form 17-26
As of June 1, 2024, the legislature requires the use of standardized forms promulgated by the Office of Court Administration (OCA) for the issuance of protective orders. Tex. Fam. Code § 85.0221(a); see also Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R.S., ch. 1037, § 11 (S.B. 48), eff. June 18, 2023. See form 17-2 for the OCA’s Protective Order, and visit www.txcourts.gov/rules-forms/standardized-protective-order-forms for updates and additional instructions.
Form 17-26 is the Texas Family Law Practice Manual’s original version of a final protective order. 
Note: A court’s failure to use the OCA’s standardized protective order form as required under subsection 85.0221(a) does not affect the validity or enforceability of the protective order issued. Tex. Fam. Code § 85.0221(b). 
Include the following notice if a minor is named in the caption or if the order contains other unredacted sensitive data. See § 6 of the Introduction in volume 1 of this manual concerning protection of sensitive data in filed documents.
NOTICE: THIS DOCUMENT
CONTAINS SENSITIVE DATA
[Caption. See § 3 of the Introduction in volume 1 of this manual.]
Family Law Practice Manual’s Original Final Protective Order
1.	Date of Hearing
On [date] the Court heard the Application of [name of applicant] for a Protective Order.
2.	Appearances
Appearances
2.A.	Applicant
Applicant, [name of applicant], [appropriate recitation concerning appearance; see form 21-15].
2.B.	Respondent
Respondent, [name of respondent], [appropriate recitation concerning appearance; see form 21-15].
If respondent defaulted, include the following sentence.

Proof of service of the application and notice of the hearing was filed with the Court before the hearing.
Include 2.C. if agreed order is to be entered.

2.C.	Agreed Order
§ 85.005
The Court finds that the parties have agreed in writing to the terms under [section 85.021/ section 85.022/sections 85.021 and 85.022] of the Texas Family Code set out below, and the Court approves that agreement. The Court further finds that the parties have been informed that the agreed order is enforceable civilly or criminally.
3.	Jurisdiction
Jurisdiction
The Court, after examining the record and hearing the evidence and argument of counsel, finds that all necessary prerequisites of the law have been satisfied and that this Court has jurisdiction over the parties and subject matter of this case.
4.	Findings
Findings
The Court finds that [clearly state the relationship of the parties]. [Include if applicable: The Court further finds that Applicant and Respondent are intimate partners pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(32).] 
Include 4.A., 4.B., and/or 4.C. as applicable.

4.A.	Violation of Expired Order
§ 85.002
The Court finds that Respondent has violated a protective order by committing an act prohibited by the order as provided by section 85.022 of the Texas Family Code, that the order was in effect at the time of the violation, and that the order has expired after the date that the violation occurred. The Court further finds that a protective order is necessary and in the best interest of the [family/household/member of the family or household]. [If relief under Tex. Fam. Code § 85.022(b)(2)(C) (communicating only through attorney or person appointed by the court) is granted, include findings of good cause.] 
And/Or

4.B.	Violence
§ 85.001(b)
The Court finds that family violence has occurred. [Include if order is not agreed: The Court finds that Respondent, [name], has committed family violence.] The Court finds that the following protective orders are for the safety and welfare and in the best interest of Applicant [include if applicable: and other members of the [family/household]] and are necessary for the prevention of family violence. [If relief under Tex. Fam. Code § 85.022(b)(2)(C) (communicating only through attorney or person appointed by the court) is granted, include findings of good cause.]
And/Or

4.C.	Presumption
§ 81.0015
The Court finds that family violence has occurred based on the fact that Respondent was convicted of or placed on deferred adjudication community supervision for an offense against the child[ren] for whom the suit was filed for an offense under [title 5 of the Texas Penal Code with an affirmative finding that the offense involved family violence under article 42.013 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure/title 6 of the Texas Penal Code], Respondent’s parental rights with respect to the child[ren] have been terminated, and Respondent is seeking or attempting to seek contact with the child[ren].
Include 4.D. if applicable.

4.D.	Child Subject to Court’s Jurisdiction
§ 82.007
The Court finds that Respondent, who has committed family violence, is a child subject to the continuing jurisdiction of a court under the Texas Family Code.
5.	“Protected Person”
“Protected Person”
In this order, “Protected Person” means [Applicant/[name(s) of member(s) of family or household]/Applicant and [name(s) of member(s) of family or household]]. [If any specific relief is not intended to apply to all the identified protected persons, the relevant person(s) must be specifically named in the particular item.]
6.	Orders
Orders
IT IS ORDERED that Respondent, [name], is:
Select one or more of the following as appropriate.

6.A.	Family Violence
1.	Prohibited from committing family violence [specify as necessary], as defined in section 71.004 of the Texas Family Code.
And/Or

2.	Prohibited from doing any act [include if dating violence: other than a defensive measure to protect Respondent] that is intended to result in physical harm, bodily injury, assault, or sexual assault against [any] Protected Person.
And/Or

3.	Prohibited from doing any act [include if dating violence: other than a defensive measure to protect Respondent] that is a threat that reasonably places [any] Protected Person in fear of imminent physical harm, bodily injury, assault, or sexual assault.
And/Or

4.	Prohibited from committing abuse of a child of the family or household as defined by Texas Family Code section 261.001(1)(C), (E), (G), (H), (I), (J), (K), and (M). [If specific acts of child abuse are to be addressed in the order, list the acts intended to be covered.]
And/Or

6.B.	Communicating
5.	Prohibited from communicating directly with [any] Protected Person in a threatening or harassing manner.
And/Or

6.	Prohibited from communicating a threat through any person to [any] Protected Person.
And/Or

7.	Prohibited, on the basis of good cause shown, from communicating in any manner with [any] Protected Person except through Respondent’s attorney or [name of person appointed by court].
And/Or

6.C.	Stalking
8.	Prohibited from engaging in conduct directed specifically toward [any] Protected Person, including following [the] Protected Person, that is reasonably likely to harass, annoy, alarm, abuse, torment, or embarrass [the] Protected Person.
And/Or

6.D.	Going Near Protected Person
9.	Prohibited from going to or near, or within [specify distance] of, any location where [any] Protected Person is known by Respondent to be and further prohibited from remaining within [specify distance] after Respondent becomes aware of [the] Protected Person’s presence. 
And/Or

6.E.	Going to Residence or Business
10.	Prohibited from going to or near the residence[s] or place[s] of employment or business of [any] Protected Person. [Unless the information is excluded, specifically describe prohibited location(s) and minimum distance(s) therefrom, if any, that respondent must maintain.]
And/Or

6.F.	Going to Child(ren)’s Residence, Child Care Facility, or School
11.	Prohibited from going to or near the residence[s], child care [facility/facilities], or school[s] [name(s) of child(ren) protected under the order] normally attend[s] or in which [name(s)] normally reside[s]. [Unless the information is excluded, specifically describe prohibited location(s) and minimum distance(s) therefrom, if any, that respondent must maintain.]
And/Or

6.G.	Removing Child(ren)
12.	Prohibited from removing [name(s) of child(ren) of family or household] from the [possession of [name]/jurisdiction of the Court].
And/Or

6.H.	Harming Animal
13.	Prohibited from harming, threatening, or interfering with the care, custody, or control of a pet, companion animal, or assistance animal, as defined by section 121.002 of the Texas Human Resources Code, that is possessed by or in the actual or constructive care of [any] Protected Person.
And/Or

6.I.	Disposing of Property
14.	Prohibited from transferring, encumbering, or otherwise disposing of property mutually owned or leased by the parties, except when in the ordinary course of business.
And/Or

6.J.	Tracking or Monitoring Personal Property or Motor Vehicle
15.	Prohibited from tracking or monitoring any personal property or motor vehicle in the possession of Applicant or of a member of Applicant’s family or household, without the person’s effective consent, including use of a tracking application on a personal electronic device in the possession of Applicant or the family or household member, or using a tracking device or physically following Applicant or the family or household member or causing another to physically follow the Applicant or family or household member.
And/Or

6.K.	Interfering with Use of Residence
16.	Prohibited from interfering with Applicant’s use of the residence located at [address, city, state], including but not limited to disconnecting utilities or telephone service or causing such services to be disconnected.
Continue with the following.

6.L.	Suspension of Handgun License
IT IS ORDERED that the license to carry a handgun that was issued to Respondent, [name of respondent], under subchapter H, chapter 411, of the Texas Government Code is suspended.
Select one or more of the following as applicable and ordered by the court.

6.M.	Possession of Residence
IT IS ORDERED that Applicant, [name of applicant], is granted exclusive possession of the residence located at [address, city, state].
And/Or

6.N.	Treatment or Counseling
IT IS ORDERED that Respondent [complete a battering intervention and prevention program accredited under article 42.141 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure at [specify program]/counsel with [select the appropriate person or agency, such as a social worker, family services agency, physician, psychologist, licensed therapist, or licensed professional counselor who has completed family violence intervention training as required under Tex. Fam. Code 
§ 85.022(a)(3)]].
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent file with the Court, before the sixtieth day after the date this order is rendered, an affidavit stating either that Respondent has started the [program/counseling] or that the [program/counseling] is not available within a reasonable distance of Respondent’s residence. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, if Respondent files an affidavit that Respondent has started the [program/counseling], Respondent shall file with the Court before the date this protective order expires (1) a statement that Respondent completed the [program/counseling] not later than the earlier of the thirtieth day before this protective order expires or the thirtieth day before the first anniversary of the date this protective order is issued and (2) a letter, notice, or certificate from the [program/counselor] that verifies Respondent’s completion of the [program/counseling]. If Respondent fails to provide the affidavit and, if required, the statement and verification of completion of the [program/counseling], as ordered, Respondent may be punished for contempt of court, as provided by section 21.002 of the Texas Government Code, by a fine not to exceed $500, by confinement in jail for a term not to exceed six months, or by both.
And/Or

6.O.	Use of Property
IT IS ORDERED that Applicant, [name of applicant], is awarded exclusive use and possession of the following property: [describe property].
And/Or

6.P.	Possession of Child(ren)
IT IS ORDERED that Applicant is granted exclusive possession of the child[ren], [name(s)].
Or

IT IS ORDERED that Respondent, [name of respondent], is granted possession of and access to Respondent’s child[ren], [name(s)], as follows: [specify times and conditions for possession or access]. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Applicant shall have possession of the child[ren] at all times not specifically granted to Respondent in this order.
And/Or

6.Q.	Support (Child)
IT IS ORDERED that [name] pay to [name] for the support of [name(s) of child(ren)] [number] dollars ($[amount]) per [week/month], with the first payment being due and payable on [date] and a like payment being due and payable on the [specify] day of each [week/month] thereafter until further order of this Court. IT IS ORDERED that all payments shall be made [directly to [name, address]/through [name and address of local registry] and then remitted by that agency to [name] for the support of the child[ren]].
And/Or

6.R.	Support (Nonchild)
IT IS ORDERED that [name] pay to [name] for [his/her] support [number] dollars ($[amount]) per [week/month], with the first payment being due and payable on [date] and a like payment being due and payable on the [specify] day of each [week/month] thereafter until further order of this Court. IT IS ORDERED that all payments shall be made [directly to [name, address]/through [name and address of local registry] and then remitted by that agency to [name]].
And/Or

6.S.	Vacating Residence
IT IS ORDERED that Respondent, [name of respondent], vacate the residence located at [address, city, state], by [time] on [date].
If 6.S. is used, include 6.T. if applicable.  
See form 17-4 for separate order to chief of police, sheriff, or constable.

6.T.	Accompaniment by Law Enforcement Officer
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the [chief of police of the municipality of [municipality]/sheriff of [county] County/constable of Precinct [designation] of [county] County], Texas, is ORDERED to provide a law enforcement officer from [his/her] department to accompany Applicant, [name of applicant], to the residence at [address, city, state], to inform Respondent that the Court has ordered Respondent excluded from the residence, to protect Applicant while Applicant takes possession of the residence and Respondent takes possession of Respondent’s necessary personal property, and, if Respondent refuses to vacate the residence, to remove Respondent from the residence and arrest Respondent for violating the Court’s order.
And/Or

6.U.	Reduction of Likelihood of Family Violence
To prevent or reduce the likelihood of further acts of family violence, IT IS ORDERED that Respondent, [name of respondent], is required to perform the following: [list any additional acts or requirements the court finds will prevent or reduce the likelihood of family violence].
Include 7. if applicable.
7.	Confidential Information
§ 82.011
Confidential Information
IT IS ORDERED that Applicant, [name], disclose [her/his] mailing address to the Court, that [she/he] designate a person to receive on [her/his] behalf any notice or documents filed with the Court related to the application, and that [she/he] disclose the designated person’s mailing address to the Court.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the clerk of the Court strike Applicant’s mailing address from the public records of the Court, if applicable, that the clerk maintain a confidential record of Applicant’s mailing address for use only by the Court, and that the clerk prohibit the release of the information to Respondent.
Include 8. if applicable.
8.	Separation of Wireless Telephone Service Account
§ 85.0225
Separation of Wireless Telephone Service Account
The Court finds that [Applicant/a child in Applicant’s care or custody/Applicant or a child in Applicant’s care or custody] is the primary user of the following wireless telephone number[s] and that the number[s] [is/are] associated with a wireless telephone service account on which Respondent is the account holder: [list number(s)]. On this date the Court rendered a separate order directing [name of wireless telephone service provider] to transfer the billing responsibilities and rights to [the/each] listed number to Applicant. [See form 17-22.]
9.	Attorney’s Fees, Court Costs, and Expenses
§§ 81.005–.006 
Attorney’s Fees, Court Costs, and Expenses
IT IS ORDERED that good cause exists to award [name of attorney] judgment in the amount of [number] dollars ($[amount]) for [include as applicable: reasonable and necessary attorney’s fees [of [number] dollars ($[amount])]/court costs [of [number] dollars ($[amount])]/expenses [of [number] dollars ($[amount])]], with interest at [percent] percent per year compounded annually from the date the judgment is signed until paid.  The judgment, for which let execution issue, is awarded against [name]. [Include if applicable: The amount collected under this judgment shall be paid to [the credit of the county fund from which the salaries of employees of the prosecuting attorney are paid or supplemented/the general revenue fund to the credit of the Department of Family and Protective Services].]
Do not include 10. if respondent is indigent.

10.	Protective Order Fees and Costs
§ 81.003
Protective Order Fees and Costs
IT IS ORDERED that [name] shall pay the $16 protective order fee, the standard fees charged by the clerk of the court in a general civil proceeding for the cost of serving the order, the costs of court, and all other fees, charges, or expenses incurred in connection with the protective order.
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that Respondent shall pay [number] dollars ($[amount]) to the clerk of this Court on or before [[date]/the sixtieth day after the date this order is rendered] at [address] by cash, cashier’s check, or money order.
11.	Relief Not Granted
Relief Not Granted
IT IS ORDERED that all relief requested in the Application for Protective Order but not expressly granted is denied.
12.	Forwarding of Order
§ 85.042
Order Forwarded
Designate the municipality where the applicant resides if the applicant resides in a municipality; if not, designate the county and precinct where the applicant resides.
A copy of this order, along with the information provided by [Applicant/Applicant’s attorney] that is required under section 411.042(b)(6) of the Texas Government Code, shall be forwarded by the clerk of this Court to [the chief of police of the municipality of [municipality]/the sheriff and appropriate constable of [county] County], Texas, [include if applicable: and the title IV-D agency] no later than the next business day after the date the Court issues this order. [Include if applicable: A copy of this order shall be forwarded by the clerk of this Court to the [staff judge advocate at Joint Force Headquarters/provost marshal of [specify military installation]] if Applicant or attorney for Applicant provides the mailing address to the clerk of this Court.] [Include if applicable: A copy of this order shall be forwarded by the clerk of this Court to [specify child care facility and/or school].]
13.	Effective Period
§ 85.025
Effective Period
Select 13.A. or 13.B.

13.A.	Two Years or Less
§ 85.025(a)
This order shall continue in full force and effect until [date no more than two years after date order issued].
Or

13.B.	Longer than Two Years
§ 85.025(a–1)
Select 13.B.1., 13.B.2., and/or 13.B.3. as applicable.

13.B.1.	Commission of Felony
§ 85.025(a–1)(1)
The Court finds that Respondent committed an act constituting a felony offense involving family violence against [Applicant/[name(s) of member(s) of family or household]/Applicant and [name(s) of member(s) of family or household]].
And/Or
13.B.2.	Serious Bodily Injury
§ 85.025(a–1)(2)
The Court finds that Respondent caused serious bodily injury to [Applicant/[name(s) of member(s) of family or household]/Applicant and [name(s) of member(s) of family or household]].
And/Or

13.B.3.	Previous Protective Orders
§ 85.025(a–1)(3)
The Court finds that Respondent was the subject of two or more previous protective orders rendered to protect the same person or persons that this order will protect, and the previous protective orders were rendered by a court after a finding by the court that Respondent had committed family violence and was likely to commit family violence in the future. 
Include 13.B.4. if term longer than two years is ordered.

13.B.4.	Order for Extended Term
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that this order shall continue in full force and effect until [date more than two years after date order issued].
Include 14. if applicable.

14.	Notice of Any Applicable Extensions Due to Confinement or Imprisonment
If Respondent is confined or imprisoned on the date this order would expire, or if this order would expire not later than the first anniversary of the date Respondent is released from confinement or imprisonment, IT IS ORDERED that the period for which this order is effective is extended, and this order shall expire on (1) the first anniversary of the date Respondent is released from confinement or imprisonment, if Respondent was sentenced to confinement or imprisonment for more than five years; or (2) the second anniversary of the date Respondent is released from confinement or imprisonment, if Respondent was sentenced to confinement or imprisonment of five years or less.
15.	Previously Issued Order under Code of Criminal Procedure
Tex. Code Crim. Proc. art. 17.292(f–1)
Effect on Previous Order
The Court finds that an order for emergency protection has been previously issued under article 17.292 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure. The Court further finds that, pursuant to article 17.292(f–1) of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, to the extent that a condition imposed by that previously issued order conflicts with a condition imposed by this order, this order supersedes the order previously issued under article 17.292 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure.
Include 16. if order provides for possession of or access to a child (see 6.P.).

16.	Notice Regarding Child Custody Enforcement
§ 105.006(e–1)
Enforcement of Child Custody Provisions
NOTICE TO ANY PEACE OFFICER OF THE STATE OF TEXAS: YOU MAY USE REASONABLE EFFORTS TO ENFORCE THE TERMS OF CHILD CUSTODY SPECIFIED IN THIS ORDER. A PEACE OFFICER WHO RELIES ON THE TERMS OF A COURT ORDER AND THE OFFICER’S AGENCY ARE ENTITLED TO THE APPLICABLE IMMUNITY AGAINST ANY CLAIM, CIVIL OR OTHERWISE, REGARDING THE OFFICER’S GOOD FAITH ACTS PERFORMED IN THE SCOPE OF THE OFFICER’S DUTIES IN ENFORCING THE TERMS OF THE ORDER THAT RELATE TO CHILD CUSTODY. ANY PERSON WHO KNOWINGLY PRESENTS FOR ENFORCEMENT AN ORDER THAT IS INVALID OR NO LONGER IN EFFECT COMMITS AN OFFENSE THAT MAY BE PUNISHABLE BY CONFINEMENT IN JAIL FOR AS LONG AS TWO YEARS AND A FINE OF AS MUCH AS $10,000.
17.	Warnings
• 	Required in All Protective Orders
§ 85.026
Each protective order must contain the following statements in bold-faced type, in capital letters, or underlined.

Warnings:
A PERSON WHO VIOLATES THIS ORDER MAY BE PUNISHED FOR CONTEMPT OF COURT BY A FINE OF AS MUCH AS $500 OR BY CONFINEMENT IN JAIL FOR AS LONG AS SIX MONTHS, OR BOTH.
NO PERSON, INCLUDING A PERSON WHO IS PROTECTED BY THIS ORDER, MAY GIVE PERMISSION TO ANYONE TO IGNORE OR VIOLATE ANY PROVISION OF THIS ORDER. DURING THE TIME IN WHICH THIS ORDER IS VALID, EVERY PROVISION OF THIS ORDER IS IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT UNLESS A COURT CHANGES THE ORDER. 
IF A PERSON SUBJECT TO A PROTECTIVE ORDER IS RELEASED FROM CONFINEMENT OR IMPRISONMENT FOLLOWING THE DATE THE ORDER WOULD HAVE EXPIRED, OR IF THE ORDER WOULD HAVE EXPIRED NOT LATER THAN THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE DATE THE PERSON IS RELEASED FROM CONFINEMENT OR IMPRISONMENT, THE ORDER IS AUTOMATICALLY EXTENDED TO EXPIRE ON:

(1)  THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE DATE THE PERSON IS RELEASED, IF THE PERSON WAS SENTENCED TO CONFINEMENT OR IMPRISONMENT FOR A TERM OF MORE THAN FIVE YEARS; OR

(2)  THE SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF THE DATE THE PERSON IS RELEASED, IF THE PERSON WAS SENTENCED TO CONFINEMENT OR IMPRISONMENT FOR A TERM OF FIVE YEARS OR LESS.
A violation of this order by commission of an act prohibited by the order may be punishable by a fine of as much as $4,000 or by confinement in jail for as long as one year, or both. An act that results in family violence may be prosecuted as a separate misdemeanor or felony offense. If the act is prosecuted as a separate felony offense, it is punishable by confinement in prison for at least two years.
During the time in which this order is valid and subject to transfer, the order prevails over any other order rendered in a suit for dissolution of a marriage or a suit affecting the parent-child relationship to the extent of any conflict between the orders.
18 USC §§ 2262, 2266
Interstate violation of this protective order may subject Respondent to federal criminal penalties. This protective order is enforceable in all fifty states, the District of Columbia, tribal lands, and U.S. territories.
This protective order is enforceable to the same extent and in the same manner as a final protective order rendered under chapter 85 of the Texas Family Code.
18.	Date of Order
Date of Order
Select one of the following.

SIGNED on ___________________________________.
Or

This order judicially PRONOUNCED AND RENDERED in court at [city, county] County, Texas, on [date] and further noted on the court’s docket sheet on the same date, but signed on ________________________________.
Continue with the following.

	
JUDGE PRESIDING
Include the following in all orders unless there is a motion to sign order.

APPROVED AS TO FORM ONLY:
	
[Name]
Attorney for Applicant
State Bar No.:
[Email address]
[Address]
[Telephone]
[Fax]
	
[Name]
Attorney for Respondent
State Bar No.:
[Email address]
[Address]
[Telephone]
[Fax]
If the respondent or both parties agree to all the terms of the order and do not intend to appeal, include the following.

APPROVED AND CONSENTED TO AS TO BOTH FORM AND SUBSTANCE:
	
Respondent
Include if applicable.
	
Applicant
Complete the Texas Crime Information Center report (form 17-20) to provide information for law enforcement officers.
Complete the protective order address form (form 17-21) to provide the clerk information about to whom to send the order.


 
