 
Form 62-7
This answer is written for the situation in which there is no child of the marriage. If there is such a child, include appropriate provisions for a suit affecting the parent-child relationship. See form 3-16.
NOTICE: THIS DOCUMENT
CONTAINS SENSITIVE DATA
See § 6 of the Introduction in volume 1 of this manual concerning protection of sensitive data in filed documents.
 [Caption. See § 3 of the Introduction in volume 1 of this manual.]
 
Respondent’s Original Answer
[to Petition to Declare Marriage Void]
Respondent, [name of respondent], files this Original Answer to Original Petition to Declare Marriage Void. [Include the following if this is respondent’s initial pleading: [The last three numbers of Respondent’s driver’s license number are [numbers]./Respondent has not been issued a driver’s license.] [The last three numbers of Respondent’s Social Security number are [numbers]./Respondent has not been issued a Social Security number.]]
Include if applicable.
Petitioner alleges that the marriage is void under Family Code section 6.202(b)(3). Respondent files this answer on or before the ninetieth day after the date Respondent was served as Respondent is [serving on active duty as a member of the United States armed forces/is a member of the Texas military forces, as defined by section 437.001 of the Texas Government Code, and is actively deployed on federal orders outside the United States or is on state active duty performing emergency response activities for Texas/is in active service outside the United States as a foreign officer employed by the United States Department of State].
Continue with the following.
Preservation of Evidence: Petitioner is put on notice to preserve and not destroy, conceal, or alter any evidence or potential evidence relevant to the issues in this case, including tangible documents or items in Petitioner’s possession or subject to Petitioner’s control and electronic documents, files, or other data generated by or stored on Petitioner’s home computer, work computer, storage media, portable systems, electronic devices, online repositories, or cell phone.
1.	Denial
1.	Denial
1.A.	Some Allegations Admitted
Respondent admits the allegations in paragraphs [specify] of the original petition and denies every other allegation in the original petition.
Or
1.B.	General Denial
Respondent enters a general denial. 
Include the following if applicable.
2.	Objection to Assignment of Case to Associate Judge
§ 201.005
2.	Objection to Assignment of Case to Associate Judge
Respondent objects to the assignment of this matter to an associate judge for a trial on the merits or presiding at a jury trial.
Continue with the following as applicable.
3.	Affirmative Defense
3.	Affirmative Defense
• 	Marriage during Existence 
of Prior Marriage 
§ 6.202(b)
The prior marriage has been dissolved, and since that time the parties have lived together as spouses and represented themselves to others as being married. 
If pleadings regarding property or attorney’s fees are desired, adapt appropriate sections of form 3-16.
4.	Prayer
4.	Prayer
• 	Required in All Petitions
Respondent prays that all relief prayed for by Petitioner be denied and that the Court grant the relief requested in this answer.
Include the following if applicable.
• 	Request for Jury Trial
Respondent requests a jury trial and pays the jury fee of $[amount].
Continue with the following.
• 	Required
Respondent prays for general relief.
	
[Name]
Attorney for Petitioner
State Bar No.:
[Email address]
[Address]
[Telephone]
[Fax]
For certificate of service, see form 21-11.

 
